
 

 

On behalf of FoMH I would like to say how relieved and delighted we are. 
 
RELIEVED because the land that just two days ago became a National Park was 
until then zoned for residential development and was therefore vulnerable. 
This wonderful community asset could have been lost. 
 
AND WE ARE DELIGHTED because the Western bushland is now secured as a 
National Park for posterity. 
 
The Western bushland has been saved thanks to the efforts of a number of 
parties. 
 
 FoMH appreciated its value and have worked tirelessly to care for the 

land and advocate its protection; the occupancy and stewardship of our 
group gave us a natural authority that could not be ignored. 

 
 The support of local political representatives and community leaders 

was also critical; it is appropriate to mention here Peter Garret and 
Michael Daley who have stayed the course, achieved the objective and 
are every bit as delighted as we are. 

 
We must also gratefully acknowledge: 
 
 the strong support of the Greens and other Councillors and the staff of 

Randwick City Council 
 
 the cooperation of Commonwealth and State Government ministers and 

agencies 
 
 AND IN PARTICULAR, the high level of support within the local 

community; as far back as 2001, a survey conducted by FoMH found that 
91% of respondents strongly disapproved of housing or commercial 
development on Malabar Headland. 

 
  



 

 

Within FoMH I would like to acknowledge the contribution of Alan Hall, who 
first began caring for the Western Bushland and documenting its ecology in 
1986. and continues to do so to this day over 25 years later. 
 
Alan is truly the father of this new National Park. 
 
Alan could not have succeeded alone, and was joined by others, some of 
whom worked alongside him for many years. 
 
Early co-workers included Douglas and Nicholas Little and Margaret Vazey. 
 
Some, including Margaret and Brian Vazey, Claire Bettington and Don Kerr, 
are like Allan, still working today. 
 
As well as its bushcare regenerators, the Friends have been well served by 
members in other roles: 
 
 Peter Ryan has been a steady and diligent Chairperson 

 
 and Barbara Tooth a dedicated Secretary. 

 
 Don Kerr has organised and staffed our stalls at community events and 

our art exhibitions 
 
 and Claire Bettington has carefully managed our modest finances. 

 
LOOKING TO THE FUTURE, there are many challenges. National Parks and 
Wildlife have the task of managing this park so that people can enjoy it 
without damaging it. 
 
They have to monitor its usage and decide how to manage access. 
 
They have to decide whether the coastal walkway will pass through it, or skirt 
its edges. 
  



 

 

For the Friends, there is much to be done to achieve the best possible 
conservation and community outcomes for Malabar Headland.  
 
We are confident that with: 
 
 our enthusiasm and expertise, 

 
 the commitment of our local political representatives and our Council 

 
 and the continuing support of the community 

 
a truly magnificent parkland can be created that will become as significant to 
the city of Sydney as Centennial Park has been. 
 
With much work to be done, I would like to invite you to consider joining 
FoMH. We are not getting any younger and we welcome new members. 
 
Some of you may even consider joining our regular Thursday or Sunday 
bushcare groups. 
 
I can assure you there is no better or safer way to explore and discover the 
wonders of Malabar Headland. 
 
You will also enjoy the camaraderie of the bushcare groups and benefit from 
the exercise and fresh air. 
 
It is wonderful to be here today, to celebrate with like minded neighbours an 
important and positive community achievement. 
 
On behalf of the Friends, I thank all of you for your contributions so far, and 
urge you to continue to work with us until this marvellous project is complete. 
 
PETER FAGAN 
Speech at Community Celebration, 
South Maroubra Surf Life Saving Club, 
4 March 2012. 


